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Nappy curriculum 'turning play into policing' nursery staff complain

The so-called “nappy curriculum” risks turning nursery staff into policemen forcing them to record children’s every move, an internal Government report warns. 
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2 Comments 

Nursery workers and teachers have lashed out at the controversial curriculum for the under fives warning excessive targets and an emphasis on promoting literacy and numeracy among young children could be stunting their development. 

Carers and teachers also express fears that the so-called Early Years Foundation Stage framework has fostered a “tick-box” culture, dominated by “waffley” and inconsistent goals. 

And they dismiss assurances that the curriculum – made compulsory for all nurseries, childminders and preschools in 2008 – would reduce paperwork as a “joke”. 

The criticism are contained in a report compiled for the Department for Education gauging views of people who work with children, which has been published on the department’s website. 

The study was carried out before the Coalition signalled plans to overhaul the controversial curriculum introduced by Labour but highlights widespread concerns among nursery workers and primary school teachers. 

In a series of focus groups staff complained about an excessive amount of monitoring of children when they are at play. 

Some dismiss the need to compile detailed reports on toddlers’ development, including accounts of interactions they have with staff and other children, as pointless as parents often show little interest in seeing them. 

“Observation of young children is a well established practice in early years provision,” the report summarises. 

“Nevertheless, the increased demand for observations to be recorded was identified as a constraint across all groups.” 

It quotes one nursery nurse complaining: “You are policing them, not playing with them.” 

Another remarked: “You do something, you want to get stuck in and enjoy it with the children but you’re standing there with a notepad and a camera … you’ve got to keep watching them with your pen and paper.” 

One manager was quoted as saying there were “gobsmacked” to see staff interacting successfully with children, helping them learn, but suddenly breaking off to go and write down details for records. 

Others complained about the increased burden of health and safety rules and the requirement to fill out risk assessment forms for simple tasks such as trips to the park. 

“Childminders, in particular, felt that this implied a lack of trust in their experience, expertise and common-sense,” the report says. 

One childminder with many years of experience was quoted as saying: “You’ve got to put everything down to show you are not stupid, things you’ve just been doing for years and years and years.” 

Significantly, primary school teachers also voiced concerns that the drive to get preschool children recognising letters and numbers through initiatives such as phonics could be causing more harm than good. 

“Both teachers and head teachers disliked the strong emphasis on emergent literacy and numeracy and felt that these goals tended to be pursued at the expense of personal, social and emotional development,” the report adds. 

A Department for Education spokesperson said: “This is old research. Since it was published we have reformed the Early Years Foundation Stage, following an independent review, slimming it down and focusing it better on children's learning and development. 

“The revised curriculum reduces the number of early learning goals from 69 to 17, gives more focus to the main areas of learning that are most essential for children’s healthy development and simplifies assessment at age five. 

“We have reduced paperwork for professionals to allow them to exercise their judgement, for example by removing the requirement for written risk assessments for all activities.”
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More Marxist Britain.
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It's all right ticking the boxes and making the daily report happy reading for the parents if all the positive boxes are ticked but then who knows if the ticked boxes are exactly as it was?

The best way to judge if a child is happy in the nursery is by the child's reaction to being taken to the nursery each morning and how the child greets and is greeted by nursery staff.

